PREFACE

sage in his manuscripts or ephemeral work bearing upon
his life or development, I employed it no less readily
than I should have used a letter or a hasty note, and in
exactly the same fashion, regarding it as a piece of
direct evidence from the best possible source- Such use
of documents, I need hardly point out, differs entirely
from challenging admiration for the literary form of im-
mature or unfinished compositions. Where so much
taste and discretion have been shown in preparing the
final edition of his works, I should be the last to trans-
gress the bounds imposed upon publication.

Since autobiography is wont to deal at some length
with the first memories of its author, there seemed no
occasion unduly to restrain this tendency in the case of
the singer and interpreter of childhood, whose account
of his early years is not only interesting in itself, but
also of additional value for its illustration of his poems
and essays. Again, in the representation of his adoles-
cence, it must be remembered that he never wholly
ceased to be a boy, that much that belonged to him in
early youth remained with him in after-life, and that
enthusiasms and generous impulses would sweep in and
carry him away till the end.

Much of course he did outgrow, and that almost en-
tirely his worse part I feel that 1 should have done him
a very ill service if I had refrained from showing the
faults of the immaturity from which the character and
genius of his manhood emerged He had many failings,
but few or none that made his friends think worse of
him or love him any the less* To be the writer that he
was, amounted to a great exploit and service to hy*
inanity; to become the man that in the end he became.